Essential health care: a framework for its definition and implementation in health districts.
This paper presents a framework for the definition and implementation of essential health care. It is based upon current experiences in developing countries. Its aim is to facilitate the description, in operational terms, of a range of activities for clearly defined targets--individuals, families and communities. It seeks to bring to the attention of responsible citizens and professionals the major areas which they should address in the search for "Health for All by the year 2000". It is hoped that this will facilitate integration of health care into socio-economic development activities; and promote a partnership between people and governments in community health development.